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Our Assignment 

u Our firm was directed to assess the veracity of a 

claim of direct lineal descent to Modoc Nation 

ancestor Millerõs Charley (sometimes known as 

Charley Miller).

u In conducting our assessment, we have relied 

upon official records furnished by the Modoc 

Nation and our independent review of federal 

census records. 

PEEBLES KIDDER BERGIN & ROBINSON LLP



Modoc Nation Enrollment Criteria 

1873

The applicant or member is 
a direct descendant of a 
Modoc Indian who was 
removed to Indian Territory 
in 1873.  

1878

The applicant or member has 
direct line that ties to a 
Modoc ancestor who was 
named on the 1878 òRation 
Listó.  

1909

The applicant or memberõs 
Modoc ancestor that they 
directly descend from (who 
was named on the 1878 
òRation Listó) did not return 
to Oregon, pursuant to the 
Act of 1909.

2007

The burden is on the 
applicant to prove the first 
three criteria, they must 
also be on the Modoc Roll as 
of March 20, 2007, and not 
have been enrolled with 
another federally recognized 
Indian tribe prior to that 
date. 
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Key Point

u The criteria for membership is derived directly 

from federal law at 25 U.S.C. § 861a(a)(3): 

The Modoc Indian Tribe of Oklahoma shall consist of 

those Modoc Indians who are direct lineal 

descendants of those Modoc Indians removed to 

Indian territory in November 1873, and who did not 

return to Klamath, Oregon, pursuant to the Act of 

March 9, 1909 (35 Stat. 751), as determined by the 

Secretary of the Interior, and the descendants of 

such Indians who otherwise meet the membership 

requirements adopted by the Tribe.
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Audit
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u An internal investigation of enrollment records followed by an enrollment 

audit revealed a discrepancy in certain enrollment applications.  

u At issue is whether any person alive today could be a lineal descendant of 

Millerõ Charley. 



Millerõs Charley
Modoc Indian
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Who was 

Millerõs Charley?

u Millerõs Charley was born in the Tribeõs ancestral 
homelands (now areas of California and Oregon) 
in 1836 and fought in the Modoc War 1872-1873.

u In November 1873, Millerõs Charley was 
removed to Indian Territory.

u In 1878, Millerõs Charley appears on the Quapaw 
Agency Modoc Census of Subsistence and Ration 
list as Miller, Charley.

u He married at least twice. He was married 
Sophia McCarty about 1886, and the pair 
remained married until her death in 1890.  He 
was concurrently married Princess Mary and 
remained married until her death in 1906.

u He lived in Indian Territory on the Modoc 
Reservation, Quapaw Agency from 1873 until his 
death on April 9, 1911.

u He did not have any surviving children at the 
time of his death.
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1878 Ration List 

PEEBLES KIDDER BERGIN & ROBINSON LLP



Millerõs Charley or Charley Miller?

òA few Modocs retained the names by which they were known during 

the war: Scarfaced Charley, Shacknasty Jim, Bogus Charley, and 

Curley Headed Doctor. But most Modocs adopted names that fit better 

into the society around them. Some new names were a rearrangement 

of old names: Millerõs Charley became CharleyMiller , Faithful William 

changed to William Faithful, and Long Jim became James Long.ó

Source: James, Cheewa.aƻŘƻŎΥ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊƛōŜ ¢Ƙŀǘ ²ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 5ƛŜ, Happy Camp, CA. p. 186. 
(emphasis added).
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uòREFUGEE MODOC in Indian Territory, 
showing adoption of Anglo-American clothing 
and "Indian" style uncreased Stetsons. 

(Front row, left to right) Charley Miller 
(Miller's Charley) and Ben Lawver 
(Yellowhammer). Back row, left to right) 
unidentified, Johnny Ball, unidentified, Asa 
Tittle, unidentified, Sam Lawver.ó

Source: Faulk, Odie. The Modoc People, 
Indian Tribal Series. Phoenix, pp.94-95 
(1976). (emphasis added)
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Millerõs Charley Timeline
1838  Born in what is now Oregon. 

1872-1873 Fought in the Modoc War in California.

1873  Among the 153 Modoc Indians removed to Indian Territory.

1878 Named on the Ration List and Married to Mary Miller (Princess Mary), sister 
of Captain Jack.

1885 Married Sophia Charley (née McCarty).

1885-1889 Recorded on Modoc Census as married to Sophia Charley 

1890 Sophia Charley (Sophia McCarty) died.

1890-1907 Recorded on the Modoc Census as living alone.

1906 Mary Miller (Princess Mary) died without children. 

1910  Recorded on the United States Census as living alone. 

1911 Died intestate, at age 75. 

1914 Report on Heirship filed by the Secretary of Interior states Millerõs 
Charley wasòunmarried at the time of his dead and without issue, 
father or mother, brother or sister or descendants thereof.ó 
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Millerõs Charley Report on Heirship 
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Princess Mary (Mary Miller) Report on Heirship 
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Princess Mary (Mary Miller) Report on Heirship 
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Census Records of Millerõs Charley
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Key Point u All the following Modoc census records note 

Millerõs Charley was without children. 
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1885 Modoc Census
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This is the column in which a 

spouse or child would be listed.  

In Millerõs Charley case, there 

is no notation of either.



1886 Modoc Census
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ÅCensus lists Millerõs 

Charley as married to 

Sophia Charley.

Å Note that none of the 

Modoc census records 

indicate the pair had 

any children. 



1887 Modoc Census
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1888 Modoc Census
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1889 Modoc Census 

PEEBLES KIDDER BERGIN & ROBINSON LLP

*This Census is the last record of Sophia Charley/McCarty as she died sometime in early 1890



1890 Modoc Census 
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1891 Modoc Census 
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1892 Modoc Census 
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1893 Modoc Census 
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1894 Modoc Census 
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1895 Modoc Census 
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1896 Modoc Census 
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1897 Modoc Census
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1899 Modoc Census
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